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with its possibility of coalitions and compromises, by the dogma of the " anti-Marxist bloc ". The Heimwehren and the army, reformed under the control of Imperial officers, operated in his system as a threat to prevent parliamentary democracy from reducing the " anti-Marxists ", i.e. the bourgeois bloc, to a mere minority. Schober had exploited the self-destructive policies of the parliamentarian Right in order'to split it up, and had replaced its rule by an equilibrium supported by the army, balanced by the old bureaucracy, and tolerated by the Socialists. These last were now content to preserve Vienna's administrative autonomy under a stabilised conservative federal government, with the Heimwehr thrown back into the wilderness of " unofficial policies ". It was Dollfuss's highly questionable achievement that he brought Austrian fascism back on to the political stage, after it had become a sect of military adventurers, and had been permeated by the Nazis during its stay in the wilderness. The only remarkable feat of his artificial construction was that, in consequence of the very precarious European equilibrium, the inevitable collapse was delayed for just five years.
Purely external events created the Austrian fascists' opportunity. The exposure by the Socialists in January-February 1933 of the illegal supply of Italian arms for Hungarian rearmament convinced Mussolini that the power of the Austrian trade unions must be broken before aggression against Czechoslovakia could begin. The ensuing action of Mussolini's agent, Dollfuss, against the railwaymen provoked the decisive parliamentary crisis of March 5. The victory of Hitler in Germany on the other hand convinced Dollfuss that the time had come to resolve Austrian difficulties by establishing the Catholic variety of fascism, keeping the " balance " between Hitlerism and the working classes. In this regard the experiment, alien to the Austrian spirit and never supported by more than a small minority of the people, combined all the achievements of the preceding stages of reaction : Seipel's " anti-Marxist" dogma and his use of armed gangs as a substitute for a majority, as well as Schober's policy of preserving an internal " balance of power " based upon a state apparatus opposed to all popular mass organisations. In old Austria, the bureaucracy had claimed to preserve a "just balance " between the claims of the various nationalities of the Empire, while it now claimed that a "just balance" between democracy and Nazism was necessary to avoid civil war, and to preserve Austrian " independence " under an Italian protectorate,